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THE ANNUA L MEETING 
of our Club will be held April 19, 
1933, at Oabanne Idbrary, 8 p.m. 


Reports of Uliicers and Sommittees 


elected and installed. A discus- 
sion of policy, program and field 
of tne Bulletin was made an order 
of the day at the March meeting. 
Every member wili ploase be pres- 
ent. All bird lovers are invited 
Annual Meetings often are our most 
{nterestiug occasions. 
BERD VALKS 

Mr. Barrell wiil lead the Shaw 
Garden Bird Walks, leaving the 
Main Entrance at 7.30 each Satur- 
day morning during the balance of 


April. 

The Forest Park Bird Walks 
will leave the Jefferson Memorial 
at 8.30 aem., with the following 


leaders: 
April 15, Miss Helen Dykeman 
April 22, Mr. George C. Mackay 
April 29, Mr. Iuther Bly Smith 
The Creve Coeur all-day walk 


Willi be on May 6, 1933. 


will be rendérec and new Officers | 


THE JULIUS HURTER COLLECTION OF BIRDS 

The small but valuable collection 
of mounted birds, collected by the 
late Julius Eurter of this city, is in 
charge of the 5%. Louis Bird Club and 
has been fur some time in storage in 
the Masonic ‘Temple awaiting a time 
when it can be prapared for public ex- 
hibition, Recently Professor Rudolf 
Bennits, of the Department cf Zoology, 
University of Missouri, made an exam 
ination of the collection and has pre. 
pered a list of species and subspe- 
cies. It is an impressive document, 
including a number of specimens taker, 
in the vicinity of St. Louis, now 
rarely or ‘never seen. Zffort should 
be made to bring the Hurter Collection 
into use again at an early date. Casea 
are provided, tut the specimens mus} 
be cleanusd and properly arranged for 
exhivition, and labele supplied where 
missing. Thsre is a@ place in the 
Masonic Temple where this importan: . 
ani attractive natural history group 
can be installed and be seen by visit. 
ors throughout the day. Rk. J. Terry, 

-0O- 
LOOSE-LEAF N. Y. BIRD PLATES 

In secking a means by which the 
color plates of the birds of New York 
might be carried in the field the fo. 
lowing plan was tried: ‘Two 8.5 by 5.5 
inch loose leaf note~books, which had 
one inch rings for holding the sheets, 
were procured to hold the mounted 
piates. Paste, glue or mucilage would 
not be suitable to hold the color 
piates to their loose-leaf support, ag 
these materials cause wrinkling and 
Warping, and produce a messy appear. 
ance. Kodak dry mounting tissue Wag 
found to be best for this purpose 
This comes in rolls of various Widths 
and lengths, and can be secured from 


= ; (continued on page 16) 
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EDITORIAL 
At the ANNUAL MEETING one year ago 
the issuance of this Bulletin was 
authorized. It was ably launched by 
Mr. N. R. Barger. Several topica were 
proposed, namely, the Starling, the 
European Tree Sparrow and the Winter 
Habitat of the Re@headed Woodpecker, 
Which were given prominence respect- 
ively in the June, March and April 
Numbers. Prescribed projects have al- 
ready proved profitable. What special 
subjects will you choose for the ensue 
ing year? Tell us April 19, at 8 p.m. 
-0- 
PERSONAL 
Mr. Otto Widmann read a paper on 
the Winter Habitats of the Red-headed 
Weodpecker before the St. Louis Natur 
@lists! Club, Merch 25, 1933. 
-O~ 
MORE ABOUT TEE ALBINO ROBIN 
Mrs. Pavl V. Janis, Mrs. De We 
Roberts and Miss Ruth Davis had an ex 
cellent view of the albino Robin noted 
in this Bulletin last month, in St. 
Paul's Cemetery, Affton, Mo., Feb. 19. 
Mr. Walter G. Berry, Edina, Mo., 
reports having observed an albino 
Robin two successive seasons in one 
locality in Kentucky, fifty years ago. 
Miss Mary Perry, Grinnell College, 
Ta., found mention of an albino Robin 
in an Iowa newspaper and wrote to know 
1f it might be the Webster bird. 
-O- 


RE Ee EEE A, Sin en Rat Bot - Page 15- 
foose=Lef-Plates, con.) owe aD Se 0 


cenera supply houses’ such as~ Erker's 
and Schililer's.- -To-mount completely 


alt of thesé-plates requires about 200 
inoss ,ieavas and between 10 and 15 
yards of "20stnck width —s mounting 
tissue. : 
The hice tne is as follows: 

20-inch roli of dry mounting tis- 
sue is cut in the center with a sharr 
knife, giving two rolls 10 inches 

wide. Tais width is easy to handle 

anid except for very few plates is of 

ample width. A plate is turned face 

dewn and then sufficient mounting tis« 

sue is placed on the back and tacked 

into position by touching it witha 
hot iron. Care must be taken that the 

iron is neither too hot nor too cold, 

or trouble will result. Follow the 

directions that come with the tissur 

very carefully. 

With a pair of sharp scissors, cu: 
out that portion of the plate that you 
Wish to mount. Place on a loose-lea? 
sheet and then iron it into position, 
The printed name of the bird or grou: 
of birds is likewise mounted on the 
sheet. Further to protect each loose- 
leaf sheet, each hole is reinforced by 
Dennison!'s gummed reinforcements. ‘. 

In cutting out the birds with 
scissors, care should be exercised $9 
leave as much of the scenery as possi. 
ble. It will be found that with s 
little care, New York plates Noe 2 ant 
3, and a few cthers, can be mounted - 
Without cutting out individuals. 

Plates such as 24, 25, 26 and 2? 
should be cut across the center ant 
each half mounted on a loose~leat 
sheet so that it faces the other half: 
should the individual birds be cut ous 
haif of them would be ruined. 

After numbering the pages and ine 
dexing them, these books will be found 
very convenient and useful in the 
field. There is an added advantage in 
that as new plates are secured, thep 
can be added, and those not wanted can 
be removed. Denald M. Hetler, 
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4 Wilson Snipe was flushed from 
rolling bramble and grass land near 
Deer Creek, York Village, March 19. 

BE. A. 8. 


‘The - 
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April 12, 1935 
WIDMANN COLUMN 
The firsts ‘wo o7 three weeks of 
March have aiways been a poor time for 
the student cf land birds. Ta 182}, 


When reporting to the Bisicgical Survey thirk 


*. 


on bird migration.,I called this period 
"Second winter With dsrk skies and 
cold northerly winds." After a short 
warn speil in February, When there is 
always an obvious movement of species 
that winter in the southern states, 
Maxch comes in with frosty nights that 
cause a viandstill in mwigraticn and 
keep vegetaiiorn tack, wuch te its ben 


efit, for a great advance would be 
harmful. We had such an experience in 
1997 when a series of s3aven aimcst 


consecutive days with 80 to 99° (from 
March 1% to 2) pushed vegstation to a 
degree of develepment never seen te- 
fore the end of April, When April 
came, the first half of the moath (J- 
17) brought hard frost which killed 
all tender paris of plants. Ali pro- 
gress rem@inei at a standstill till 
early May, ieaving hickoriss without 
leaves, and sycancres were still thin- 
ly clothed in wus month of June. This 
year's March beheved normally and ig- 
nored a svdden rise in temperature to 
85° on the 1jth. By March 15 the as~ 
pect of nature was still wintry, still 
Waiting for the warm rain which usual- 
ly inaugurates Spring in our region. 

Robins were still in big fiocks, joined 
by troops of Neadcwlarks and Star~ 
lings, but no Flickers yet, arc Grack~ 
les have not taken up their old haunts 
probably waiting for the arrival of 
the fair sex. As an early arrive 
must be considered the first Thrasher 
which I <a¥ on Monday, March "13 in 
Clayton. 4s I can mateh this dste 
with the same in 1822 and heave two 
records for Merch 14 in 186) ana 1911, 
I cannot call it unprecedented, beaten 
even by two records from Kirkwooi by 
Miss Clarke March 4, 1901 aa? March 
11, 1911; also one by Dr. Terry on 
March 10, 1929 from Valley Park. May- 
be there are many other dates for St. 
louis, as some Thrashers winter in 
southern Missouri. I met one ia Janu- 
ary, 1896, in Dunklin Co., Mo. It was 
partly albino, having a perfectly 
white nape and hind neck, thus appear- 
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ing to carry a load of snow on its 
back. March 15, 1923. 
On the Red—headed Woodpecker I 
have only a few dates myseif, but I 
some of Mr. I. G. adams jr's 


notes ara worth using, as they are 
really instructive, particulariy his 


exnerience with the fluctuation of 
manbers, makins counting difficult. I 
wrote him f would give his letter to 
you ic let you select what you see fit 
for the occasion. My dates are the 
following: 

1932? Octé.19, Hampton Park, 1; 21, Mc- 
Kelvey Emad, 1. 

Nov.2, Haupton Park, 2; 25, 2 or 3. 
Dec.5, Haupton Park, 2; 13, Belnor, 1; 
21, Webster Groves, 2; 28, l. 


1933: Jen.9, Festus, 1; 16, Hampton 
Park, 2. 
March 17, Horton Place, 1; Richmond 


Heights, 1; 28, Hampton Park, 2. 
March 29, 1933. O. Widmann, 
-O- 

RED-HEADED WOODPECKER NOTES FROM LET 
ter from Mr. I. C. Adams jr., Colun-~ 
bia, Mo., Marhba 20, 1933. 

# Qn Jan.28, Adrian Hatton and ~ 
went to Bagnell Dam. On the way ws 
saw several Redi-heads from the car. dt} 
the lake we mate & trip of about 2 mi, 
along the shore and up in the woods 
back from the lake. Red+heads were 
here in mmbers. We estimate we say 
or heard about 30. On the way back w 
stopped in the Osage River bottom @ 
bout 6 mi. northeast of Tuscombia. 
There Was a grove ci pecan trees hers, 
We saw from 6 to 10 Redheads hers, 
For the wnole trip the Red-heads nut, 
bered about 45. 


"Pob.16, about 6 seen along road 
on trip to Springfield, Mo.; 18, } 
seen in Zoo Fark, Springfield: 20, 


several seen at Bagneii Den and along 
road. ' 
"March 1, 30; 4, 17; 8, 20; 11, 
32; 15, 26 - All these (Mar.1-15) are 
from the same area. The fluctuatitn 
of numbers is caused by the difficulty 
in counting. On some days they ars 
noisy and more active, while on othe; 
days the birds are sileht and less aw 
tive and I get a lower count, though 
the actual number of birds present cay 
be the same on each day. , 


April 12, 1933 
"There are four parts to this area: 


open woodland with weeds; open wood- 
land with pasture and stream; brush 
With invading trees; deep woods. The 


deep woods is an adsolute oak grove. * 
* * % T counted the trees on the south 
side of the stream. Thsre were 29 

plus some email! trees under 16 tees: 
Walnut, 163: Oak (about 90% white oak 
and only one tree of Shingle Oak), 59; 


Elm, 25; Honey Locust, 11; Shag-bvark 
Hickory, 14; indian cherry, 7; dosage 
Orange, 1; Maple, 2; Pignut Hickory, 


8; Sycamore, 3; Hackberry, 3; nci 


identified, 1; dead stubs, 2. 


tRedhcads are seen in all four 
parts but are most abundart in the 
open woodland with pasture and the 
deep woods. I have seen several 


places around ‘Yolumbia that to me seem 
just as suited for Red-heads, but no 
Redheads, "! 
-O~ 
The following Red-headed Woodpeck- 
ers were observed in oak woods in the 
following counties of Missouri, March 
8, 1933: 
St. Louis, 1; Franklin, 2; 
2; Phelps, 3; Pulaski, 4; 
Osage, 2; Gasconade, 2. 
“o=— 
WINTERING OF RED-HEADED WOODPECKERS 
Forest Park, St. Louis, Dec.19, 32, 


Crawford, 
Maries, 1; 
R. J. Terry 


one, near new southwest pond; Mar.19, 
'33, one, on golf links southwest of 
Art Museun. D. M. Hetler. 


-Oo- 
FIELF OBSERVATIONS 
A Wilson Snipe was observed in bed 
of old pond, Crescent, Mo., March 25, 
1933. R. J. Terry. 
-0~ 


FOREST PARK, ST. LOUIS, Mar.12 and 19. 
Bastern Sparrow Hawk, 12; 9, 19 
Eastern Bob-white, 12, 12; 15, 19 
Eastern Belted Kingfisher, 12; 19 
Northern Flicker, 12; 19 
Red-headed Woodgecker, 19 
Northern Hairy Woodpecker, 1; 19 
Northern Downy Woodpecker, 12; 19 
Eastern Phoebe, 19 

Eastern Blue Jay, 12; 19 

Eastern Crow, 12; 19 

Black-capped Chickadee, 12; 19 
Carolina Chickadee, 19 


Tufted Titmouse, 12; 19 
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Nuthatch, 12; 19 
Brown Creeper, 19 
Eastern Meckingbird, 12; 19 
Bastern Robia, la: 19 
Mastern Blusbird, 12; 19 
Migrant Sliike, 19 
Stacling, 2 pair, 19 
English Sparrow, 12; 19 
Eastern Meadowlark. 12; 19 
Eastern Qed—-wing, 12: i9 
Rusty Blackbird, is 42, 19 
Bronzsd Grackle, 15 
Eastern Uardiral, 12; 19 
Eastern Goidfinch, 12; 19 
Red-eyed Towhee, 19 
Siate-coleread Junco, 12, 19 
Eastern Chipping Sparrow, 19 
Eastern Fisild Sparrow, 19 
Eastern White-throated Sparrow, 19 
Bastern Fox Sparrow, 12; 19 
Eastern Seng Svarrow, 12; 19 
Donald M. Hetler. 
Oo 
MERAMEC STATE PARK, MO., March 26, 
1933, Dr. R. de Terry, and Avril 2, 
11.45 a. m- to 2-30 pom, light N.W 
Wind, cool, fair to cloudy, Ir. and 
Mrs. Terry, Miss Barbara Gousland and 
Mr. Imther Ely Smith, observers. 
Turkey Vulture, 26; 2 
Hawk (Broad-winged7), 2 
Eastern Sperrow Hawk, 26 
Sendpiper (sp.?) 
Eastern Belted Kingfisher, 26; 2 
Northern Flicker, 26; 2 
Red-bellied Woodpecker, 26; 2 
Red~headed Woodpecker, 26; 2 
Northern Downy Woodpecker, 26; 2 
Eastern Phoebe, 26; 2 
Horned Lark, 26 
Tree Swallow, 2 
Northern Blue Jay, 26;: 2 
Eastern Crow, 26; 2 
Black-capped Chickadee, 26(7); 2 
Tufted Titmouse, 26; 2 
White-breasted Nuthatch, 2 
Brown Creeper, 26; 2 
Bewick's Wren, 2 
Carolina Wren, 2 
Eastern Mockingbird, 26 
Brown Thrasher, 26 
Bastern Robin, 26; 2 
Eastern Bluebird, 26; 2 
Myrtle Warbler, 2 
Northern Water-Thrush, 2 
English Sparrow, 2 
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Fastern Meadowlark, 26; 2 
Fastern Red--wing, 26 
Eastern Cowbird, 26 
Bronzed Grackle, 26; 2 


Bastern Cerdiual, 26; 2 
Comnuon Redpell, 26 
Bastern Goldfinch, 26; 2 
Red-eyed Towhos, 26 
Slate-colored Junco, 26; 2 
Eastern Chipping Sparrow, 26; 2 
Eastern Field Sparrow, 26;2 
Bastern Fox Sparrow, 26. 
-o- 
BIRD ITEMS 
On March 4th, a county resident 

prepared a garden plot much to the joy 
of a pair of Bluebirds anda plump 
Robin who kept a few feet behind him 
and had an interesting battle for the 
possession of every bug their sharp 
eyes detected. The Bluebirds are ap- 
parently the same which nested in the 
house last summer, and the Robin spent 
the winter in the yard. In fact, he 


is so friendly that one has to walk: 


around him if he happens to be in the 
path. During the snow and sleet he 
fed on "table scraps", but as soon as 
the thawing disclosed a tiny patch of 
lawn, he was right there, "chippery"as 
ever, to look for insects. 

Any day we expect to witness a bat 
tle royal between the Bluebirds and 
English Sparrows for final possession 


of last year's bluebird house. OC. H. 
-o- 
Our feeding, or filling, station 


is an old nail keg turned on its side 
and wedged between two posts, one of 
which is a "clothes-line" post. Just 
enough of the ends are left to prevent 
the food from blowing or rolling out 
of the keg. About three feet above it 
on one post, is fastened a large piece 
of suet which has been visited daily 
by Red-bellied, Hairy, and Downy Wood- 
peckers, also Nuthatches and Jays. 

The English Sparrows discovered 
the food in the kog, and their noise 
advertised it to a larce Blue Jay. 
Aftes investigating it, he left only 
to return with a flock of his compan 
dons who became daily visitors. A pair 
of Cardinals also partook of the sun- 
flower seeds but never alone, for the 
ubiquitous English Sparrows followed 
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them like shadows. As soon as a Jay 
appeared on the scene, the Cardinals 
retreated to another part of the yard 
to iesc on the ground. 

While feeding, the Cardinals re- 
mained in the keg for they cracked the 
seei: with their beeks and let the 
hails fail as they ate the kernels. 
The Jaye entered, carried a seed to the 
end of the keg, held it down firmly 
With the inner toe of each foot while 
they pounded it with their beaks to 
crack it, They faced outward. The 
Red~bellied Weodpeckers frequently 
flew dewn from the suet to cet a seed. 
They &lse carried it to the end, but 
perched on the rim and faced the in- 


terior while holding it fast with the 
inner toes and cracking it with their 
bears. The acrebatic Chickadee and 


Titmouse would fiy into the keg, snatch 
@ seed with the bill, skip through the 
aic ty & Slender twig on the cherry 
tree, where they held it firmly with 
ths inner toes while cracking it with 
their teaks. These two were the only 
ones breve enough to snatch seeds 
while squirrels were present. 

Usually the Cardinals arrived be~ 
{ween six and seven in the morning, but 
ou Many occasions it was observed that 
wWnen they fed continuously throughout 

ae day, there was blustery weather 
within twenty-four hours. In this 
they proved reliable weather prophets. 
Clara Heising, Kirkwood. 
~-O—- 
WHO KILLED COCK ROBIN 

"fy brother in Illinois has Wren 
houses on his porches. At their nest- 
ing season, a Sparrow was constantly 
Worrying Jenny, getting on the little 
perch, poking his head into the en- 
trance hole. Billy Wren would fly a- 
round, fussy and noisy. The Sparrow 
Was persistent in his teasing these 
Wrens. 

"At noon one day the Sparrowwas 
found dangling, dead onthe box. & 
horse hair was found around the Spar~ 
row's neck, the other end on the in- 
side of the box. Billy Wren on top, 
of the bird box, seemed gleeful. Now 
did those Wrens hang that Sparrow, or 
was it a happy accident? A true story 
just the same." L. H. Behrens. 


